RAI LX Fortune and Misfortune in the Ancient Near East
Inanna and Gilgamesh: rejected lover or fight for power?

Gilaamed kills the Bull of Heaven

When Enkidu had spoken thus to Gilgamed, Gilgames himsell smoce its ghoull with s axe
Weighing sever talents. The Bull reared up 50 lugh, so high that it overbalanced. It spat
tered ke vain, i€ spread itself out like the harvested crop

Gilgames and the Bull of Heaven
My wild bull, my man, [ chall not let you go7 Lord
Grigames,, my wild bedl, my wan, | shall not let you go! |
pama] hare \Sllty Inae shall not (et you 90 o dispense justice in the E-anal | shal
Come, Gilgames, . be thou wis spouse. Give, O give wnto not let you go to pronounce verdicts in my holy jipar! | shall
we thy manks strength. 8¢ thou wy husband, let me be o~ LA rot let you o to dispense justice in the E-ara beloved by
thy wife, and | will set thae in a chariet (erbossed) with An! Gilgames, may you Be ..., may you be
pPrec tones and gold with wivgels made of Qola and
alt sapp res

na

Gilgarnel, opened his mouth and gpoks
wrto her; said unto the fofty goddess lghtar

well teli thee planly the dore resudt of
thy coguetnes To Tamwurus, the
bagband of thay youth, theu Jdidst
Jor WE¥g .\‘c(pu; Thou didst aiso

ove & lion, s borse the
dhepherd of the '?n\"«. . : Gilgamed helps nanna

WITALT, A g dendr of L > 3 Utu, however, did not stoand
ather, And now thou by her in the matter
When dawn was breaking
when the horizon became
bright, when the ittle bir
at the break of dawn bege
to clamour, when Utu had left
his bedehamber, s sister holy
Inara said to the warrior
Gilgamee: "My brother, in
those days when .l'fﬂ.mj was
determined, when abundance
overflowed In the Land, whes
An had taken the heavens for
hirasell when
In the matter wiveh s seiter
had told him about, her
bvother, the warnvior
(:‘[9-)'4‘&' stooa t': her,
He strapped Wi .. belt of SO
nurds et _,i"". to Fa wast =
g were L0 o g 3O shekely

winiidist also love m¢
but ke unto them
would fare

He took Ius brovae e used for
Cxpedtions, winih we 405 Stven
talends and sevem minas, in ks
hand He killed the wnake immwens
] o A S0 JC L0 ingantations iving at 13 roots
1 oMo d8s 1 The Ansud Wed Ining In its
branches Look wp its young and
wend @ the mauntains. The
Phantom maid (veng in (t3 trenk
feft () ber dwelling and sought
) refuge in the wilderness. As Tor
et res geitae the tree. he soted (f and
AL regards your cass: after | stripped i85 branehs, and the
having travelied all the roads | sons of s Sity, who went with
that there are, having fetched codar % : hm, cut wp its branches and bun -
the wnigue tree, from its meountaing, having killed W '/ died them (3 s has instead
Muwawa (n kg forest, you set Wy many stelae for future days, for / 4 pried Oham wp) Me gave it to s
daws to come. Having lounded many Lemaples of the gods, you . M sister holy lnana for Ner chair. Me
reached Zi-wd-yura in hs dwelling place Having broaght down te | - aave 2 1o her for ber bed. Az fav
Land the diviena powers of Sumar, which ot that time were forgotten Nowsel, from its vects, he
forever, the orders, and the ntuals, he (7) carmed out correctly the rites of e red s eliag and, from
hard washang ard mouth waskrg its bvenches, he manufactured s

Eadmaa (Ehe Corvect provunlalion

Tenghe parte o Carns

of tivs word (5 wrmown)

Tha Death of i
He plaged ¢llag in the broad

Oh Glgamed,! Enlll, tha Great Mountain, the fathar of gods, has mads kingship gowr desting, bt
not eternal (ife - lord Gilgamel,, this is how to interpret (7) ... the droam, The . and ... of HQuane, never wanting Lo stoy -
(e should not make gou foel sad, should not make you despair, should not make you feel de Joogng = "1"" e prasea himses
prossed. You mist have boen told that this i what the bane of being hamaan involves. You wust vilparael 2nd Agae i the byoad squary naver g
have been told that this is what the cutting of your umbiical cord frwolved. The darkest day of Gilgamal, the lord of wihnting to ‘," P e -'\_»}( homsel
humans awaits you new, The solitary place of humans awaits you row. The unstoppabdle flood Kislnba, placing "{‘ trest in (MBS oain '(" " G 1 ¢ Yoang
Wave swaits You now. The unsvirdable battle awaits you row. The unequal struggle swaits you Inana, did not take men of lus city were playing ellag
now. The skirmich from which there is no escape awaits gou now. But sou should not g0 to the seriously the advice of kis
undorwerld with heart knotted in anger. May ... bofore Utu. .. palm -fibvs . "Go shead ... city's elders. Gilgamed,

presen tad the ittue agan,

thit time before the
able-bodsed men of s city




